
S  angita, a Bhutanese storyteller, re-

cites the story of  Lydia the Seller of  

Purple Cloth from the book of  Acts, her 

head draped in a silk purple shawl. Her 

audience is enthralled, and we are pleased 

with her delivery. 

Kathmandu, the capital of  Nepal, is 

sweltering in the October post monsoon 

heat. Teri Powell and I have traveled 

from Arizona for this training of  some 

of  the best leaders of  churches and para-

church agencies. Sixteen women have 

come from Nepal and Bhutan for the 

Training of  Trainers class. It is a miracle 

they arrived safely...Sangita and Eloraõs 

bus had an accident, and Elora was 

mildly injured. Dhropali Ghorti from the 

distant province of  Dang had come to 

this raucous and dangerous capital city 

for the first time in her life. 

Outside street noises compete: honking 

cars and motorcycles, trucks carrying 

Maoist protesters shouting out political 

mantras, metal window shutters clanking 

down to protect store fronts from the 

rebels, and marching strikers screaming 

slogans.  

Yet, despite the noisy venue, Sangitaõs 

audience enters into the dialog she facili-

tates after the story of  Lydia. Then we 

analyze and discuss the dialog questions 

Sangita had asked. Were they appropri-

ate to a non-reading audience? Would 

those questions help the listeners dis-

cover the details and meaning of  the 

story? Had the storyteller let her audi-

ence know when the Bible 

story ended and her own 

words had begun? Had she 

been Biblically accurate in 

every word?  

Training trainers is not easy. Multiple 

languages must be used in a region so 

linguistically diverse as the Himalayas. 

Cultural sensitivity demands constant 

review and sympathetic criticism. Con-

sistent practice and modeling are re-

quired. Yet, when the training is com-

plete, we find this group of  women 

totally motivated and equipped. Six will 

go on to become Master Trainers. We 

are honored to have worked with 

Sangita, Elora, Julie Jha, Somati, Bishnu, 

Ratna, and so many others. 

A  mgotti Bhuji is from the Banjara 

tribal group of  India. Well known 

as the ancestors of  the gypsies who 

migrated to the Middle East and 

Europe from India, the Banjaras are 
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The Essentials of Scriptures in Use  
 70% of the worldõs population lives in  

traditional and oral cultures 

Storytelling, drama and music are how these  
4.5 billion people communicate their history,  
religion, commerce, philosophy and values 

Communication Bridges to  Oral Cultures  
and other SIU materials  and strategies have 

been adopted by 65 mission agencies 

Over 20,000 grass roots church planters  
trained, and thousands of storytelling  

churches established 

Active in 36 countries in South Asia,  
East Asia, Central Asia, North Africa,  

Sub Saharan Africa, East Sahara,  
Horn of Africa, and Latin America  

one of  the most colorful and expressive 

people groups in that country. Amgotti 

lives in the small hamlet of  Rtanganayaka 

Thanda, Andra Pradesh, India. As Am-

gotti reported back to Master Trainer 

Selvasingh Watson, there was great joy in 

her face and she was full of  zeal and con-

fidence as she shared the following: 

 òThough I am in the church for many 

years, I could not bring any new converts 

since I was reluctant to tell the gospel to 

others. I started sharing stories with my 

neighbors with whom I had never shared 

the Word before. They became very in-

terested and are bringing other women. I 

am very much excited and encouraged 

now for the impact it has created the first 

time I shared.ó 

The HimalayasThe Himalayas   

Indiaõs GypsieIndiaõs Gypsies Dance the Storys Dance the Story   

Putting Bible stories to music  at Bridges for Putting Bible stories to music  at Bridges for 

Women Training, Timbuktu, Mali, AfricaWomen Training, Timbuktu, Mali, Africa   

473 women trained in ô07 

Bridges for Women from Carla Bowmanõs journal 



T  wo of SIUõs India partners are tak-ing Bridges to Jammu-Kashmir, that 

troubled Muslim region of the Himalayas 

on the Pakistan border. Teaching in the 

Dogri language, they have had good suc-

cess there and established local Master 

Trainers after three Bridges events in 

2007. Many participants found it difficult 

to get to Udhampur due to terrorist 

threats, road blocks, rain, landslides, and 

long distances on foot. Pastor Ashok said 

that in his forty years in ministry in Ud-

hampur, this was the best training they 

ever had.  

murdered. The irate Muslims slit the 

Christiansõ necks and tongues before 

killing them, then burned six churches. 

The government intervened, yet tension 

has been high. 

Despite the danger, when a group of 

62 pastors, elders and evangelists met in 

July for Bridges II, they reported planting 

six churches in one year using the story-

telling method.  

Michael Mamo said: 

òIf they hold a Bible they will face opposi-

tion. But using stories from their heart, 

nobody opposes but every one listens to them 

until the end. One evangelist told a Muslim 

Shaik a story. After the shaik heard all 

the story, he said, ôYou changed your strat-

egy, now you will take our people without 

any problem.õ And he accepted Christ.ó 

A consulting, training agency highly 
focused on church planting training for 

oral cultures 

101 S. La Cañada Suite 49-D 
Green Valley, Arizona 85614 

Phone: 520 648-6400 
Fax: 520 625-2355 

Email: siu-info@siutraining.org 
Web: www.siutraining.org 

S c r i p t u r e s  i n  U s e  

O  ne year ago in Agaro, Ethiopia (391 

kilometers from the capital Addis 

Ababa), a large group of Christians 

(Orthodox Coptic and evangelical) were 

Around the Globe in 2007... 
Biggest training year ever . 6,091 non-
western missionaries, volunteers, church plant-
ers or leaders completed Bridges courses in 35 
languages. National partners increase to 65 (28 
funded, 37 unfunded) 

Kenya. SIU presented Bridges for the first time 
in two regions, one close to Ethiopia. Thanks to 
a special grant, the Swahili Bridges I training vid-
eos completed for these events 

Burkina Faso, Chad, Kenya, Uzbekistan . 
First trainings ever held in these countries. 
Burkina Faso reported 13 Oral Bible Churches 
planted since May   

Central African Republic . �´�,���D�P���<�D�Q�J�R�X-
Tanga Rodolphe, local missionary with Adonai 
�0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����,�·�P���D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���L�Q���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q��
Bangui. In my class are Muslim and Christian stu-
dents. I do Bible study in the class, but Muslims 
prefer to leave the class. Since I started the SIU 
Bible storytelling in my class, all Muslims prefer to 
�O�L�V�W�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���E�H�F�D�P�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U�V���µ 

Bhutan . Pastor Joseph Gazmer of Himali Bhu-
tan Fellowship shared during a Bridges training: 
�´�6�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D���W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V���W�R�R�O���L�Q���S�U�R��
�F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O���L�Q���%�K�X�W�D�Q���µ��The Lord is at 
work and the underground church is growing. 

Nepal . The whole Tibetan Buddhist World 
region  is being influenced by storytelling  meth-
odology, with training in the remote Himalayas, 
including the Mustang district near the Tibetan 
border. A historic training was held late in  
October in Bajhang, far west Nepal, the first 
Christian training ever held in this most  
unreached district. 

India . Network partner SAMARPAN reports 
763 storytelling house groups formed in 2007, 
each with 20 to 30 members. From Bridges  
Master Trainer Mohit Morris in Gujarat: �´�,�W��
never fails to amaze me how people react when 
they hear about storytelling as the tool to win the  
un-�U�H�D�G���O�R�V�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���µ 

JammuJammuJammu---Kashmir on the Pakistan BorderKashmir on the Pakistan BorderKashmir on the Pakistan Border    

Agaro, Ethiopia  

**BridgesBridges   to to TT roubled Regionroubled Regionss  

Host Surprised at Bridges I  
Godavari, Andhra Pradesh, India 

Pr. Chanti Babu 

�´�,���K�D�G���Q�H�Y�H�U���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���Z�R�X�O�G��
be such a blessing to me. I had no time to sit in 

this workshop as I was preparing for my trip to 

South Africa.  

�´�%�X�W���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�R�U�\���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���L�W�V�H�O�I���,��
found something very important for my minis-

tries. Therefore I switched off my cell phone 

and sat for the whole workshop of three days, 

which I never do even during my hosting of 

other big crusades and meetings.  

�´�,�W���Z�D�V���U�H�D�O�O�\���D�Q���H�\�H���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���P�H�����,���Z�L�O�O���X�V�H��
this method and expect a great result in days to 

�F�R�P�H���µ 
Alarming News of India Riots 

Sudeepta Kumar Nayak requests prayer for 

the Christians of Orissa state, Kandhamal Dis-

trict: �´�2�Q�F�H���D���S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���O�D�Q�G���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�H�G���E�\���W�U�L�E�D�O�V��
speaking a common sweet language, Kandhamal 
�L�V���R�Q���I�L�U�H���W�K�H�V�H���G�D�\�V���µ�� 

Two tribal groups have become rivals, and in 

the process Christians are being targeted. 

Three dead, houses and churches burned, 

residents fleeing for refuge.   

Reporting information gathered by his  

Christian and Hindu friends and the staff of 

World Vision (whose headquarters was 

burned), Sudeepta pleads: 

�´�$�V���D�O�O���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���R�X�U���D�U�H�D���D�U�H���L�Q���P�X�F�K���I�H�D�U����
we only trust in our Lord Jesus, who is able to take 
care of us and protect the believers. Please pray 
�X�Q�F�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���L�V�V�X�H���µ 

* Communication Bridges to Oral Cultures�����6�,�8�·�V���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P 

Heart Languages,  Mother TonguesHeart Languages,  Mother Tongues   

In 2007, Bridges training was held in 35 languages: 

English, French, Spanish, Russian,  

Hassinaya Arabic, Egyptian Arabic, Swahili,  

Gourmantchema, Amharic, Oromo, Akan, 

Hausa,  Ewe, Serere, Songhai, Tamacheq,  

Nepalese, Punjabi, Bhogpuri, Maithili, Dogri, 

Bengali, Banjara, Marathi, Hindi, Gujarati, Oriya, 

Telegu, Desia, Kannada, Lambadi, Tamil,  

Sinhalese, Indonesian, Uzbek 

My heart is stirred by a noble theme  
as I recite my verses for the king;  

my tongue is the pen of a skillful writer.  
Psalm 45:1 


