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The Himalayas

S angita, a Bhutanese storyteller, re-
cites the story of Lydia the Seller ol

Purple Cloth from the book of Acts, her

head draped in a silk purple shawl. Her

audience is enthralled, and we are pleas

with her delivery.

at country. Amgotti
tates after the story of Lydia. Then we lives in the small hamlet of Rtanganayak:
analyze and discuss the dialog questionghanda, Andra Pradesh, India. As Am-
Sangita had asked. Were they appropri-gotti reported back to Master Trainer
ate to a nomeading audience? Would Selvasingh Watson, there was great joy i
those questions help the listeners dis- her face and she was full of zeal and con
cover the details and meaning of the fidence as she shared the following:
story? Had the storyteller let her audi-
ence know when the Bible
story ended and her own
words had begun? Had she
been Biblically accurate in
every word?

0Though | am in tl
years, | could not bring any new converts
since | was reluctant to tell the gospel to
others. | started sharing stories with my
neighbors with whom | had never shared
the Word before. They became very in-

Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal, is
sweltering in the October post monsoon
heat. Teri Powell and | have traveled
from Arizona for this training of some
of the best leaders of churches and par:
church agencies. Sixteen women have
come from Nepal and Bhutan for the
Training of Trainers class. It is a miracle
they arrived saf el
bus had an accident, and Elora was
mildly injured. Dhropali Ghorti from the
distant province of Dang had come to
this raucous and dangerous capital city
for the first time in her life.

Outside street noises compete: honking
cars and motorcycles, trucks carrying
Maoist protesters shouting out political
mantras, metal window shutters clanking
down to protect store fronts from the
rebels, and marching strikers screaming
slogans.

Yet , despite the
audience enters into the dialog she facili

ZRPHQ WUDL Qqﬁp@d Er‘@arﬁ bringing other women. |

am very much excited and encouraged
Training trainers is not easy. Multiple now for the impact it has created the first
languages must be used inaregionsot i me | shared. ¢
linguistically diverse as the Himalayas.
Cultural sensitivity demands constant
review and sympathetic criticism. Con-
sistent practice and modeling are re-
quired. Yet, when the training is com-
plete, we find this group of women -
totally motivated and equipped. Six will
go on to become Master Trainers. We
are honored to have worked with
Sangita, Elora, Julie Jha, Somati, Bishnu| "9 210 stories o music 2t Brdge
Ratna, and so many others. Wornen Training, Tirnbukiu, Mali, Africa
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traditional and oral cultures
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Storytelling, drama and music are how these
4.5 billion people communicate their history
religion, commerce, philosophy and values

Communication Bridges to Oral Cultures
and other SIU materials and strategies have
been adopteaby 65 mission agencies

Over 20,000 grass roots church planters
trained, and thousands of storytelling

mgotti Bhuji is from the Banjara churches established

A tribal group of India. Well known
as the ancestors of the gypsies Wh% i
migrated to the Middle East and
Europe from India, the Banjaras are

Active in 36 countries in South Asia,
East Asia, Central Asia, North Africa,
Sub Saharan Africa, East Sahara,
Horn of Africa, and Latin America




