
the stamina and the energy to present 
the  Gospel to these people in the style 
they respond to. Fortunately, believing 
Turkana storytellers have emerged from 
Bridges training courses held in north-
ern Kenya by Unite 4 Africa, and have 
been functioning as storyteller/church 
planters among their own people. 

Turkana storytellers relate the Biblical 
stories of  the Old Testament to the 
indomitable Turkana, the nemesis of  
the British Empire. The fierce Turkana 
identify with the Old Testament warri-
ors, kings and prophets. The super-
stitious Turkana thrill to the 

stories of  
Godõs 
power and 
control 
over 
the world 
of  darkness 
and demonic 
spirits. The 
nomadic Tur-
kana feel kin-
ship with the 
Biblical char-
acters who lived in 

tents like they do. No wonder this peo-
ple group responds so well to Bible 
narrative and oral strategy instead of  
evangelism crusades. 

Scriptures In Use rejoices over the 
September womenõs baptism in North-
west Africa and the fellowships led by 
Turkana storytellers under the East Af-
rica trees. These events symbolize the 
manner in which the Wall of  Fire pro-
ject has forged ahead in countries 
across sub-Saharan Africa (the Sahel) in 
the past few months.  

From Senegal in the West to Somalia 
in the East, you will see a visual repre-
sentation of  what we call the Wall of  
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Fire. The map highlights in color our Is-
lamic Sahel Project regions: Senegal, 
Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso, North 
Ghana, North Togo and Northern Benin, 
Niger, Chad, Sudan, North Kenya, and 
Ethiopia.  

The Islamic Sahel Project is an intense 
focus for SIU in 2008 and 2009, in a stra-
tegic region of  Africa where the Saharan 
desert meets equatorial Africa. As believ-
ers and leaders are empowered in the 
Horn of  Africa, they are being trained to 
move into the Arabian Peninsula.  

 

 

It is a sweltering afternoon on 
the West Africa Atlantic coast. 
Sun sears the white sand and a hot wind 
sweeps the silver waves. No shelter 
shades the Peular-speaking sisters being 
immersed in baptism in the tepid salt wa-
ter. After the baptism the women circle 
to praise and rejoice on the shore as they 
recognize the newness of  life represented 
by their step of  faith.  

Tentativeness is past. Perpetual fear of  
persecution that has haunted their con-
version and their brief  walk with God is 
overcome. Radiating the new life Jesus 
has given them, the womenõs songs rise 
boldly above the ocean roar, a sweet sac-
rifice to God. 

Across the continent in the Lake 
Turkana region where Kenya, Ethio-
pia and Sudan merge, a Scripture story-
teller sits under the straggly thorn tree. 
The temperature tops 100 scorching de-
grees in this parched desert landscape 
framed by black lava and ancient volca-
noes. A Nile crocodile bobs in the muddy 
water of  the saline lake. The sun is not 
diminished by the meager shade of  the 
spindly branches, but this does not deter 
the audience of  Turkana who will sit for 
the entire day listening to the stories as 
the torpid heat rises to 120°. It is their 
way. Only another Turkana would have 

SIUõs goal is to form a Wall of Fire, 
a Holy Spirit movement, 

an extension of  the Gospel.  

Islamic Islamic   

Sahel Sahel   

ProjectProject   

FirFiree. . . . ..  
WallWall   ofof      

Oral strategies are a key for this region 
where illiteracy is very high and where 
oral cultures dominate. 

So far in 2008 across the Wall of Fire: 

SIU partners have trained 800 grass-
roots church planters in Communication 
Bridges to Oral Cultures 

200 equipped at the trainer level 

40 training events conducted 

a nomadic curriculum developed 

several Bridges for Women 
classes held 

7 training hubs established  
or  emerging 



SIU Essentials  
 70% of the worldõs population lives in  

traditional and oral cultures 
Storytelling, drama and music are how these  
4.5 billion people communicate their history,  
religion, commerce, philosophy and values 
Communication Bridges to  Oral Cultures  

and other SIU materials  and strategies 
have been adopted by 65 mission agencies 
Over 25,000 grass roots church planters  

trained and over 8,000 storytelling   
churches established 

Active in 36 countries in South Asia,  
East Asia, Central Asia, North Africa,  

Sub Saharan Africa, East Sahara,  
Horn of Africa, and Latin America  

Kondele, Kenya Pastor Stephen after 
course taught in Kiswahili: òNow I know why 
I have been struggling to make the Gospel 
understood. We have brought the western way 
while our people are not western. It is time to 
do the right thing like Jesus did in every people 
group he went to.ó 

Momboleo, Kenya Willis, during a Bridges 
II training: òI have been in church planting for 
8 years and planted only two churches. But 
after adopting SIU method, I have planted 5 
healthy churches in less than one year.ó 

Ghana, Togo, Benin  1,335 Oral Bible 
Churches continue to function and multiply 
among Ewe people group, one of SIUõs early 
pioneer efforts of the new millennium. 

Chad Bridges II was taught this summer in 
conjunction with World Vision Chad. 

Uttar Pradesh, India  A Bridges I training 
in August was infiltrated by a Hindu radical 
from the extremist party who wanted to 
disturb the work. Instead, God spoke to 
him through the lesson on heart language. 
It touched him that God will still talk to us 
while we ignore him, so he repented and 
accepted Jesus.  

North India  1,220 churches were planted 
so far in 2008 in one network alone. 

Nicobar Islands, SE Asia  The first ever 
Training of Trainers drew 28 participants. 
The training was translated from Hindi to 
the Nicobaries language. 

Tibet  Training for Tibetans and Tibetan 
workers has been completed in three loca-
tions so far in 2008. Praise God for this 
opportunity. 

Cuba First-ever Bridges training was 
taught by Alfredo Guerrero in October.  

Nepal  Several new Oral Bible Churches 
have been identified in Midwest Nepal.   

Scriptures in Use  
highly focused on  
church planting  

training for oral cultures 
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Bridges for Women  
Adds Locations,  
Languages 
Summer and Autumn have been 
busy seasons with either Training of 
Trainers or grassroots training in 
these new locations:  

Kenya 
Ethiopia 

Peru  
Mauritania 

Training of women continues in 
Vietnam, Indonesia, Turkey, Mid-
west Nepal, and the Bhutan border. 

Curriculum has been translated from 
English into ten languages:  

Spanish 
French 
Hindi  

Punjabi 
Gujarati 
Telegu 
Oriya 
Nepali 

Amharic 
Turkish 

An older illiterate Nepalese couple kneel as they  
come to the Lord through Bible storytelling  

Scripture storytelling in rural Senegal captures village attention 

Oral Cultures are those people who learn best and whose lives are most likely to 

be transformed when instruction comes in oral forms. Many groups transmit their 

beliefs, heritage, values and other important information by means of stories, 

poetry, proverbs, chants, music, dances, ceremonies, and rites of passage. The 

spoken, sung, or chanted word associated with these activities often consists of 

ornate and elaborate ways to communicate. Those who use these art forms well 

are highly regarded among their people. Cultures which use these forms of 

communication are sometimes called òoral cultures.ó The members of these 

societies are referred to as òoral learnersó or òoral communicators.ó 

                                          Avery Willis, Making Disciples of Oral Learners 

The Lausanne Committee for World Evangelism 


